
[image: image1.png]



CITY OF CUDAHY
www.cudahy-wi.gov   




            Volume 1, Issue 1                                                        Fall/Winter, 2011

:






From the Desk of Mayor Day:

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST:
GARBAGE COLLECTION FEE INCREASE - Garbage collection is funded through two sources: a $20.00 annual residential fee/cart and the general tax levy.  It takes nearly $70 a cart per year to collect and dispose of your garbage.  Much of the cost is dependent on dumping fees and fuel surcharges which the City has no control over.  In addition to the rising cost of disposing garbage, the City has lost a significant amount of State Revenue that previously offset the tax burden of City services.  In order to provide garbage service, the City will be instituting a $15.00 per year increase to the Garbage Fee.  This equates to an increase of 28 cents a week.

CUDAHY/ST. FRANCIS INTERFAITH:
If you are 60 or older and a resident you are entitled to our services.  That includes primary transportation and some help with home chores.  Volunteers are always needed.

Call (414)483-4474.
Dear Residents and Visitors:
2011 has slipped away so quickly with many great things happening in Cudahy.

The Department of Economic Development has a new director and his name is Brian Biernat.  Brian comes to Cudahy from his prior position of Planning and Development for the City of Saukville.  Brian was with The City of Saukville since 2003 before he accepted his new position with the City of Cudahy.  Brian is eager to meet the business owners of Cudahy and he can be reached at 414-769-2215.

Summer activities were a resounding success.  Chase Movie Nights experienced some inclement weather this year, but the movies were still enjoyed by many.  Plans for next year may include an alternate site indoors for poor viewing conditions.  4th of July was highlighted this year with a new parade route on South Lake Drive.  Many citizens turned out to enjoy the parade along the new route.  The fireworks were spectacular - hats off to Dean Billo and his crew for another great show.  The South Shore Cyclery Classic was also featured on South Lake Drive and Sheridan Park this year.  The new course was enjoyed by the cyclists and attendees enjoyed the scenic park setting.

Fall Fest was held at General Mitchell Elementary School with games and prizes for all ages.  Our Hometown Holiday is scheduled for the Saturday after Thanksgiving this year and will host another full day of activities.  The Cudahy Library will host the event again this year with the tree lighting ceremony at 4:30 PM.  Come and join us for this festive day. For more information, visit the City of Cudahy‘s website.

Watch for details about even more free activities for families to enjoy in 2012.  You can always find information at www.cudahy-wi.gov and the City’s Face book and Twitter pages.

Have a safe and happy holiday season and a healthy and prosperous New Year.      

Clerk/Treasurer’s Office
· Tax bills will be mailed this year and in your hands no later than December 15, 2011.  As a cost saving effort this year, the City will not be sending out paid receipts for taxes mailed.  If you would like a copy of your paid tax bill, it will be necessary to send a stamped, self-addressed envelope along with your payment. If paying at the bank, you will receive a stamped receipt there.  
· You will be receiving your dog and cat license renewal information in the mail around the same time as tax bills from MADACC.  Watch for a pink postcard.  Remember that when licensing your animals, it is necessary to bring rabies vaccination paperwork.  All adult dogs and cats are required to be licensed in the City of Cudahy.  

· Any pit bulls not registered or not re-registered by January 1st of each year will be removed from the City of Cudahy.  To review the entire Pit Bull ordinance and application form, visit our website at www.cudahy-wi.gov under licenses and fees.
· The 2012  elections are scheduled for February 21; April 3; September 11 and November 6, 2012 with the possibility of the September election being moved up to August.  Polls open at 7:00AM and close at 8:00PM.  Absentee ballots will be available approximately three weeks prior to each election.  
· REMEMBER:  You must have a valid ID and be ready to produce it in order to vote in the State of  Wisconsin effective with the 2012 elections.  This means if you vote at the polls or if you come in to the Office of the City Clerk prior to the election to vote absentee, you will be required to show a valid ID.  For more information on the new Voter ID law, you can log on to the Government Accountability Board’s website at:  http://gab.wi.gov/taxonomy/term/135
CITY HALL WILL BE CLOSED:  

November 24th & 25th; December 23rd and December 26th and December 30th and January 2nd.

POLICE DEPARTMENT NEWS

Grant Funded Law Enforcement Initiatives

The City of Cudahy Police Department has qualified for two Bureau of Transportation Safety (BOTS) grants totaling approximately $50,000.  These grants will fund monthly traffic enforcement initiatives starting in October of 2011 and ending in September of 2012.  A traffic enforcement initiative in plain terms is simply a traffic enforcement plan or assignment, staffed by officers and paid for with grant funds.  Our enforcement focus, as outlined by BOTS, will be speeding, seatbelt enforcement and alcohol enforcement, which will occur on designated days through September of 2012.

Overnight Parking Guidelines

A reminder to citizens within the City of Cudahy concerning overnight parking restrictions:  While section 6.13 of Cudahy’s Municipal Code sets forth guidelines on overnight parking, there are no restrictions articulated within 6.13 concerning the type of vehicle which can or cannot be parked overnight.  Section 6.03 of our Municipal Code does articulate that “heavy traffic” is prohibited from any street or alley which has not been designated as a heavy traffic route.  Heavy traffic as articulated in Ordinance 6.03 is defined as vehicles having a gross weight in excess of 8,000 pounds.  For overnight parking enforcement purposes; on any road not designated as a heavy traffic route (most side streets and residential areas), vehicles (private or commercial) over 8,000 pounds are prohibited and enforcement action will take place.  Also, with the exception of semi tractors and trailers, which are inherently prohibited from overnight parking, all other vehicles with trailers attached are construed by State Statute 349.17 as two separate vehicles for weight purposes.  Please visit the City of Cudahy web-site, under the “About Cudahy, WI” informational tab to find all of our Municipal Codes and Ordinances.   

CUDAHY HEALTH DEPARTMENT NEWS & TIPS!

Wisconsin Student Immunization Law

The State of Wisconsin in an effort to protect the health of all school aged children passed legislation that mandates immunizations for attendance in all Wisconsin private and public schools.

According to state law, children that are missing immunizations or have an incomplete record of receiving the required immunizations face mandatory exclusion from school if a vaccine preventable disease is identified in the Cudahy school district.

Parents with children who have incomplete or missing immunization information are reported to the Milwaukee County District Attorney for failure to comply with the Wisconsin Student Immunization Law.

Don’t risk the health of your children by breaking the law; comply with your child’s school request for immunization information in a timely matter. 
HYPOTHERMIA – REAL WINTER DANGER

Hypothermia occurs when your body loses heat faster than it can produce heat.  Symptoms include: Shivering, slurred speech, confusion, drowsiness, clumsiness and slow shallow breathing.  DON’T WAIT- Call 911 if you see someone with signs of hypothermia.  If possible, take the person inside, remove wet clothing and cover him/her with blankets until help arrives.

Winter Car Safety Tips:

· Be sure that someone knows where you are going & when to expect you

· Keep emergency supplies in your car: blankets, matches, candles, first aid kit & dry or canned food & opener.

· Travel with a cell phone

· If you are stranded, put everything you need in the car with you & huddle together & stay covered

· Run the car for 10 minutes each hour with window slightly open.

· Make sure exhaust pip isn’t covered with snow.

Women’s Health is Important – Take Care of Yourself!
· You may qualify for a FREE mammogram, pap smear & pelvic exam if you:

· Are a Cudahy Resident

· Meet age requirements

· Have no health insurance or a high deductible

· Meet income guidelines

For more information on breast health or the Wisconsin Women’s Cancer Control Program – call the Cudahy Health Department at 882-2391.

Lead Safe Renovator Classes
Cudahy homeowners who may be considering doing their own remodeling have an opportunity to attend a Lead Safe Renovator Class.  The Health Department has a grant available to cover the costs for several residents to attend a Lead Safe Renovator Class at no cost.

The classes, conducted by Milwaukee Lead and Asbestos, will be held in the area in November and December.

If interested – please contact Ed Wrench RN at (414)882-2392.
Department of Economic Development

The new Economic Development Director for the City of Cudahy is Brian Biernat.  For the past eight years he served as the Director of Planning and Development for the Village of Saukville.  Please bring to his attention any questions, requests for information or ideas you wish to share involving economic development or the various growth management and community building initiatives currently administered by the City.  His direct office telephone number is 414-769-2215.

The Department of Economic Development is responsible for managing successful outcomes of specific redevelopment initiatives, including Environmental Tax Incremental Districts 1 & 2, and general growth and development activities compatible with the City of Cudahy 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  The department is currently responding to preliminary development interest in the former IcePort development site and Lakeside Commons vacant parcels.

The Community Development Authority recently approved a façade grant for exterior improvements to the building at 3567 East Squire Avenue.  In addition to the grant-covered exterior improvements, the building owner is also preparing the building for ADA accessibility. The department’s successful participation in acquisition and rehabilitation of the Packard Hall Apartments, 4932 South Packard Avenue, has come to an end as staff is currently preparing to close out the Neighborhood Stabilization Program grant originally awarded in November of 2010.

Cudahy Family Library

3500 Library Drive

Phone: (414) 769-2244

www.cudahyfamilylibrary.org
www.facebook.com/cudahyfamilylibrary
Stop in, call, or visit the website for details on each event and for information on other Library events.  

Events are free and do not require registration.

Weekly Storytimes
Our ongoing storytimes happen almost every week and are packed with stories and activities just right for your growing child. No registration required, free.  Siblings and families are welcome! Come and join the fun!
Babies & Toddlers & Books
Ages birth—36 months.  A special time to read and sing with our youngest friends!

Pajama Time
Ages birth—36 months. Stories and fun for everyone!

Preschool Storytime
Ages 3 & 4 years old. Stories and crafts perfect for preschoolers!

Evening Preschool Storytime
Ages 3, 4, & 5 years old. Come read and rhyme with us!

Weekly Read Alouds

Second through fourth graders are invited to kick back and listen as favorite chapter books are read aloud each week! 

Monthly Lego Club

Fourth through sixth graders can come together to expand their imaginations and make new friends!

Teen Anime Club

The CFL Teen Anime Club is for anyone in grades 7-12.

The Club meets monthly to watch anime or have special events like martial arts demonstrations, traditional Japanese tea ceremonies, origami, and candy sushi.  Club members are responsible for suggesting new titles to add to the Library collection.  It's always free and food is typically involved.  Events are always posted on our facebook page: “CFL Teen Anime Club”
Special Events

Stop in, visit our website, or call for information on special events for kids and teens such as Author Visits, Teen Reading Rampage, or Sing with Santa.
FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors

Now Law

The State of Wisconsin has made law that every home shall have a working CO detector. This law is very similar to the smoke detector law.

There is no question that a CO detector in any Cudahy home is a good idea. Carbon monoxide (CO) is the number one cause of poisoning deaths in the United States. According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, "there are approximately 2,100 unintentional deaths from carbon monoxide (CO) every year in the U.S. and the use of CO Alarms could potentially prevent many of these fatalities." In addition, more than 10,000 CO injuries occur annually from this colorless, odorless and tasteless poison.
CFD Smoke Detector Program

The Cudahy Fire Department has a program to assist homeowners with smoke detectors. If you own a home and do not have a smoke detector, or need help installing one call the fire department @ 414 769-2233 and speak to a Fire Prevention Specialist. 

There is no question that Smoke and CO alarms save lives. Please ensure these devises are working properly. 
The number one cause of CO problems in the home is malfunctioning heating units. Since the heating season comes quickly, we often don’t pay attention to servicing

our furnace or cleaning the chimney of our wood burner or fireplace. This will insure that your heating  unit will burn efficient and prevent CO and fire related issues.

If you rent here in the city, call your Landlord and let them know that your smoke detector is not working or missing.  It is the responsibility of the property owner to provide a working smoke and CO detector, and the responsibility of the renter to maintain the device.
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SERVICE & CLEAN YOUR HEATING UNITS 
Christmas Tree Safety
When a Christmas tree is cut, over half of its weight is water. With proper care, you can maintain the quality of your displayed trees. Below are a number of tips relating to the care of displayed trees:  
· Displaying trees in water in a traditional reservoir type stand is the most effective way of maintaining their freshness and minimizing needle loss problems.
· Make a fresh cut to remove about a 1/2-inch thick disk of wood from the base of the trunk before putting the tree in the stand.
· Once home, place the tree in water as soon as possible. Most species can go 6 to 8 hours after cutting the trunk and still take up water.
· Keep displayed trees away from sources of heat (fireplaces, heaters, heat vents, direct sunlight).
· Check the stand daily to make sure that the level of water does not go below the base of the tree. 
Fire Safety and Candles
There's a special beauty and tranquility to candles, but a lighted candle is also an open flame, and a potential fire hazard if not carefully monitored. In fact, accidental candle fires account for approximately four percent of all U.S. residential fires.
A study by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission suggests that 85 percent of candle fires could be avoided if consumers followed 3 basic safety rules 
· Never leave a burning candle unattended

· Never burn a candle on or near anything that might catch fire

· Keep candles out of the reach of children and pets

Adopt a hydrant
The past winter was quite severe including a blizzard that made transportation and parking very difficult. Imagine, trying to navigate a large fire truck or EMS unit down the road to help you or your neighbor.                          
We need your help, please assist the fire department and Adopt a Hydrant.  Please do your best to shovel out a hydrant near you. Our efforts in life safety and suppression should not be delayed by trying to find and access a hydrant.  
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DEPARTMENT OF

PUBLIC WORKS

Fall Leaf Collection -  The 
Department of Public Works has 

started its fall leaf collection. You 
may rake your leaves into the 
curb into piles no higher than the curb.  Leaf collection will end on November 30th or the first measurable snowfall, whichever is first.

Fall Yard Waste Collection--During the week of November 7-11, the Department of Public Works will pick up yard waste including garden debris, leaves and grass.  Plant materials and garden waste can be placed in the curb line for this week only.  This does NOT include trees, branches, or brush.  Crews will be schedule for one day per aldermanic district.  So have your yard waste out by that Monday.  Please no bags or boxes.

Holiday Garbage Pickup --For the week of Thanksgiving, residents who normally have garbage collection on Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday will have their garbage picked up on their regular day.  Thursday pick-up will be on Wednesday (the day before the Thanksgiving holiday).  The week of December 26th   the Monday collection will be on Tuesday, the Tuesday collection will be on Wednesday, and the Wednesday and Thursday collections will be on Thursday.  The week of January 2, 2012 all collections will be one day late. 
Holiday Tree Disposal--  The Cudahy DPW will be collecting Christmas trees placed by the curb for a two-week period beginning Monday, January 9, 2012.  Please make sure the tree is visible to our crews by digging it out of snow banks.  Also remove lights, tinsel and other items from the tree.  Holiday trees may be dropped off at the City’s Drop Off Center when it’s open to the public. 

Packard Avenue Utility Project – Construction is underway for the replacement of sewer and water main in Packard Avenue from Pulaski Ave. to Cudahy Ave.  By early December the contractor will temporarily stop work until sometime in March 2012.  Depending on weather conditions the project will start back up in March 2012 and should be completed by June 1st.
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Snow Clearing Operations
During a snow storm the City sends 

plows to “open” and maintain the driving

lanes of a roadway or alley.  Parking lanes are often times not plowed until the storm has past.  Major clearing/widening is done at night following a snow event.  Due to the close proximity to Lake Michigan the City restricts its use of salt and other de-icing chemicals.  This policy has been in place for years to protect Lake Michigan since salt and deicing chemicals are very corrosive to the environment and do not “disappear” once they are in Lake Michigan.  

Winter Season Reminders
Placing Snow Back into Streets & Alleys – It is unlawful to throw, blow or shovel snow and slush into the street or alley.  Because this problem has cost the City in hours of re-clearing, the Police Department will be issuing tickets.

Sidewalk Snow Removal —

Our City codes make it the responsibility of the “owner, occupant or person in charge of any building or lot” to completely remove snow and ice from the abutting public sidewalk within 24 hours after each snow/ice event.  If the sidewalks are not kept clear of snow and ice, the City, without notice, will do the work and bill the cost to the owner.  Minimum charge is $138.00. 

Follow winter parking regulations & stay posted to your TV for any Snow Emergency bulletins restricting parking.
Water Line Freezes –   The Water Utility does not thaw or repair frozen water lines.  The property owner needs to call a contractor to thaw out lines. 
DROP OFF CENTER CHANGES  – 

The City’s owns and operates a collection center where residential property owners are allowed to drop off yard waste and other landscaping material, remodeling waste and refuse at no charge.  It costs nearly a ½ million dollars to operate the drop off center.  The drop off center is funded through two sources:  a $66.00 annual residential fee/cart and a State Recycling Grant.  The recycling program is not funded through taxes.  About half of the cart fee is used to pay for the collection of curbside recycling and the other half used to offset the cost of operating the drop-off center.  In 2011 the State grant was cut by $40,000 and the cost of disposing yard waste has increased substantially since the City instituted the recycling fee.

The City considered increasing the recycling fee but that would leave the entire burden on those individuals who are required to pay for a recycling cart but never use the drop off site.  Therefore the City decided to implement a user fee on anyone who uses the drop off center.  

Beginning January 1, 2012, property owners in Cudahy will be required to pay the following fees prior to disposing of articles at the drop off site.  Property owners can purchase cards at City Hall in person or through the mail.  The prepaid $5 card will be accepted by the drop off center attendant who will also be checking to assure that those dumping are Cudahy residents.  Contractors will not be allowed to drop off material at the site.

Trunk load
= $ 5.00 


Pick-up Truck 
= $10.00


Small Trailer
= $10.00


Large Trailer     = $20.00


Concrete
= $20.00


Truck & Trailer
= $25.00     Drop Off Center will be closed December 24, 2011 & December 31, 2011.
FROM THE ASSESSOR’S OFFICE
Suzanne Plutschack – 414-769-2207

Q. How do assessed values and the tax rate affect my tax bill?

A. The actual amount you pay in taxes is determined by the budget needs of all of the government units that make up your tax bill- City, Local School, MATC, MMSD, Milwaukee County and State.  Your assessed value affects your share of  costs. After budget needs of all of these entities are set, and ratios are determined, this amount is levied against the total assessed value of the municipality to determine a rate.  Assessed values are based on the fair market value of your property on a given date.  Your assessed value is set prior to the budgets, therefore, with or without a change in assessed value, your tax bill can increase or decrease as a result of a change in levy.  The Assessor’s office sets assessments not tax levy.
Q. What are the timeframes for assessment changes?

A. Assessment Values and General Timeframes:

The Assessment staff is available throughout the year to address and answer general questions about assessed values, but due to Wisconsin Law, changes in assessments and appeals must be conducted during certain periods before the close of the assessment roll.  This is not at tax bill time.  Appointments can be made during normal business hours and review requests can be submitted regarding your property value throughout the year.  The Assessor conducts an open book session ever year before closing the Assessment Roll.  This is an informal session that allows you to examine assessment rolls, and ask questions.  You will be notified if a change occurs in your assessed value. Notice that the assessment roll year is open for review is posted.  The notice will state the dates and time of Board of Review and will be posted at City hall and the newspaper.  After the conclusion of the open book, a formal appeal process is conducted – the Board of Review is held.  This is a formal hearing where both the taxpayer and assessor may present evidence of a property’s fair market value to the board.

For more information visit our website @ www.ci.cudahy.gov.  We have a link to the Department of Revenue that provides several pamphlets to aid in understanding and appealing assessments.  Our website has a property search feature to view property record cards.  A public computer is available at City hall.
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CITY OF CUDAHY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

Clerk/Treasure Office


769-2200
Health Department (WIC)
     769-2229

Assessor




769-2207
Inspection (building&plumbing) 769-2211

City Attorney



769-2243
Inspection (electrical)

     769-2209

Clerk/Treasurer



769-2204
Library



     769-2244

DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS

769-2216
Mayor’s Office


     769-2222
Engineering



769-2212
Economic Development Dir.
     769-2215

Fire/Police Department (emergency)
911
POLICE NON EMER.

     769-2260
OVERNIGHT PARKING
     744-3444
Fire Station (station #1)


769-2231
Water Utility (billing info)
     769-2237

Fire Department (station #2)

769-2233
Water Utility (purification plant









& after hours emergency)
     769-2235

Health Department (main line)
769-2239
Municipal Court


     769-221
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