MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CUDAHY, HELD AT THE CUDAHY MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 5050 S. LAKE DR. 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY, WISCONSIN, HELD 

Tuesday, February 3, 2009
ROLL CALL

Mayor Ryan McCue called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. The following answered, “present” to the roll call: Council Members Mikolajczak, Schissel, Otto, Litkowiec and Pavlic.  Also in attendance:  Water Superintendent Miller, Assessor Plutschack, Engineering Lange, Police Chief Poellot, Clerk/Treasurer Goss and City Attorney Eberhardy.

MEETING STATEMENT

The proper open meeting statement was read at this time. 
At this time 4th District Alderman Jason Litkowiec was sworn into office.
Erwin Goldberg of 6169 S. Illinois Avenue spoke at this time regarding RFP and RFQ for legal services.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES:
MOTION MADE BY ALD. PAVLIC, SECOND BY ALD. LITKOWIEC to approve the following minutes as listed:  Motion carried unanimously.
1. Minutes of the meeting of the Common Council held January 20, 2009.

2. Minutes of the Public Hearing before the Common Council held January 20, 2009.

3. Minutes of the Cudahy Family Library Board of Directors Meeting held December 4, 2008.

4. Minutes of the Claims Committee held January 27, 2009.

5. Minutes of the meeting of the Board of Health held October 28, 2008.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS:

MOTION BY ALD. MIKOLAJCZAK, SECOND BY ALD. OTTO to approve the claims in the amount of $1,004,711.68.  Motion carried unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE

1. Correspondence dated January 20, 2009 from Walgreen Co. regarding their support for the new senior housing development proposed by Silverstone Partners Inc. was received and placed on file.

2. Executive Proclamation dated January 28, 2009 proclaiming January 28, 2009 “Mary Becker Day” celebrating her 90th birthday was received and placed on file.

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Discussion and appropriate action regarding Police Chief’s submittal of cost breakdown detailing the Police Department’s time and cost of enforcement for response at the Thirsty Moose and requesting reimbursement under the City’s Nuisance Property Ordinance.  Chief Poellot reported that this reimbursement request comes under section 10.08 of the Cudahy codes. Police Sgt. Kitzrow gave an explanation of what the $1,640.00 in costs entailed.  MOTION BY ALD. SCHISSEL, SECOND BY ALD. LITKOWIEC to approve the request of Police Chief Poellot and charge the property owner of the Thirsty Moose $1,640.00 per section 10.08 of the Cudahy Codes.  Motion carried unanimously.

2. Discussion and appropriate action regarding Chief of Police presentation of sworn complaint pursuing revocation of Class B combination Liquor License.  Chief Poellot presented his sworn complaint and requested that this matter be heard before the Rules, Laws & License Committee for revocation of said license. MOTION BY ALD. SCHISSEL, SECOND BY MIKOLAJCZAK that a summons, signed by the City Clerk be issued to the licensee of the Thirsty Moose to appear before the Rules, Laws & License Committee, Wednesday, February 11, 2009 at 6:00 P.M.  Motion carried unanimously. 
3. Discussion and appropriate action allowing City to do Request for Proposals or Request for Qualifications for legal services regarding personnel issues.  Mayor McCue asked that the City go out for bids for legal services for the City because it has not been done in years.  Lengthy discussion took place at this time.  Mayor McCue stated that with budgeting getting so tight, it is appropriate for the City to go out for bid for legal services pertaining to personnel issues.  Ald. Mikolajczak stated that if we do not do this, we don’t know what else is out there and have no comparison to know if we are getting the best deal for our dollars.  Alderman Otto stated that the City needs to be aggressive in looking for new ways to save money and to use our resources effectively.  He stated that an RFP is important to do so the City can explore both cost and effectiveness.  Ald. Pavlic stated that the current labor attorney gives the City 25 years of experience and that is of tremendous importance with negotiations.  He stated that a human resources person has now been hired who should save the city money as a lot of those functions were previously handled by the labor attorney.  Ald. Pavlic stated that employee salaries and benefits are where the City should be concentrating to save money.  Ald. Litkowiec stated that when it comes to looking at saving money, an RFP for these services would not hurt, however he felt the history the City currently has with its labor attorney is very important.  He stated that there may be extra costs for research of back history that a new firm would have to do to get up to speed.  MOTION BY MIKOLWAJCAK, SECOND BY ALD. OTTO to put out a Request for Proposal or Qualifications for labor attorney services with results to be reviewed by a committee made up of Ald. Mikolajczak, Mayor McCue and City Attorney Eberhardy with submission of the top five to the Council for approval.  On the roll call vote, Alderpersons Mikolajczak, Schissel and Otto voted “aye”.  Alderpersons Litkowiec and Pavlic voted “no”.  Motion carried.

4. Discussion and appropriate action regarding changing date of the second Common Council meeting in February scheduled for February 17, 2009 so as to not interfere with the Spring Primary Election.  No changes were made.

5. Discussion and appropriate action regarding Mayor’s appointments to various commissions and committees.  MOTION BY ALD. MIKOLAJCZAK, SECOND BY ALD. PAVLIC to approve Mayor McCue’s appointment of Ald. Litkowiec as Chair of the Board of Electrical Examiners; Member of Plan Commission; Member of Personnel Committee and Member of Finance Committee.  Motion carried unanimously.

MAYOR – UPDATES
Mayor McCue gave an update on the foreclosure proceedings of Sportsites.  He also reported that the City received a check in the amount of $68,000 from FEMA.  Mayor McCue also reported on the State budget; activities of the Director of Economic Development Coordinator; the regional transit authority; rental property ordinance; police squads and uniforms; Commission and Committees dinner and the new Cudahy rugby team.

ALDERPERSON – UPDATES

Alderperson Mikolajczak welcomed Ald. Litkowiec
Ald. Pavlic stated that based on the council approving the RFP/RFQ for legal services he feels there are a many other services within the City that need to be reviewed and scrutinized.

Ald. Otto stated that he is looking forward to the Landlord License Ordinance working for the betterment of the City.

DEPARTMENT MANAGERS – UPDATES
City Engineer Lange and Superintendent of Water Frank Miller spoke regarding the upcoming water rate increase.  

Police Chief Poellot spoke before the Council regarding upcoming training for his police officers regarding problems and inspections at licensed premises and nuisance abatement.

He also gave an explanation of the meaning of the new Cudahy Police badge designed by Officer Thomas Livesay.

ORDINANCES

1. Ordinance No. 2321 entitled “An Ordinance Recreating Sections of the City of Cudahy Municipal Code Concerning Membership of the Plan Commission, Board of Claims and Personnel Committee, and Correcting a Typographical Error and Clarifying the Police and Fire Commission Ordinance”.  Discussion ensued regarding an amendment offered by Mayor McCue.  He asked that under section 1.34 (1) Plan Commission, all language be struck in and replaced with language from the state statutes, but leaving the wording in (2) and (3) as is. The Mayor also suggested that two things be changed regarding paragraph 2.03(1)(b) Personnel Committee.  He asked to change the word “shall” in the second sentence and change it to “may” that way leaving the door open for someone other then the Personnel Committee to deal with labor negotiations. He also suggested that the words “all other personnel matters” be changed to “all other personnel policies”. Ald. Pavlic stated that the Personnel Committee should be the negotiating power for the City and does not recommend the change in language governing negotiations.  Further discussion ensued at this time.  MOTION BY ALD. PAVLIC, SECOND BY ALD. MIKOLAJCZAK to approve amendment to the language governing the Plan Commission in Section 1.34(1) of Ord. 2321.  On the roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.  MOTION BY ALD. MIKOLAJCZAK, SECOND BY ALD. PAVLIC to approve Ordinance 2321 as amended. On the roll call vote, motion carried unanimously.
RESOLUTIONS

1. Resolution No. 6519 entitled “A Resolution for Reimbursement of $13,677.51 in Property Taxes to Bodner Property Management, LLC Due to Error in Assessment of Company Properties”.  MOTION BY ALD. OTTO, SECOND BY ALD. PAVLIC to approve Resolution No. 6519.  Motion carried unanimously.

Erwin Goldberg of 6169 S. Illinois Ave. spoke before the Council regarding WalMart, Library Square Foreclosure and the Plan Commission.

A MOTION TO ADJOURN WAS MADE BY ALD PAVLIC, SECOND BY ALD. MIKOLAJCZAK at 8:40 PM.  Motion carried unanimously.
Passed and approved this 17th day of February, 2009.
Ryan McCue, Mayor

ATTEST:

Robert Goss, Clerk/Treasurer
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