MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD AT THE CUDAHY MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 5050 S. LAKE DRIVE, MILWAUKEE COUNTY, WISCONSIN

Tuesday, June 30, 2009
ROLL CALL

Mayor Ryan McCue called the meeting to order at 6:45 P.M.  The following answered “present” to roll call:  Council Members Mikolajczak, Schissel, Otto, Litkowiec and Pavlic.  Also in attendance:  Clerk/Treasurer Goss, Dir of Econ. Dev. Fritts, Comptroller Williamson, Dir of Office Ser. Toms-Neary and Attorney Eberhardy.

MEETING STATEMENT

The purpose of the said hearing was to allow the reallocation of 2006 Community Development Block Grant Funds of $25,800 and the 2009 Community Development Block Grant Funds of $34,352.00 from the ADA bathroom project to the Kohl’s Food Store site.

The Mayor asked for public comment:

The following citizens spoke before the Common Council:

· Jack Vicar of 4720 S. Packard felt using block grant funding was inappropriate because this project is in the TIF district and should be fully funded by TIF.
· Richard Gawelko of 3908 E. Hammond opposed the transfer

· Bruce Schuknecht, City Accountant explained that the City has other funds that can be used for the ADA bathrooms.  He also noted that if the funds remaining in the block grant program are not expended by August 31, 2009, they could be lost to the City.

· James Williamson, City Comptroller spoke in favor of the transfer of funds because Kohls is in a blighted area.  He stated it would be a benefit to use the funds from the old capital borrows for the bathrooms because then the City would not have to jump through all of the hoops required by the County for such an ADA project.

· Brian Holmes of 3917 E. Morris asked that the funds be kept and used for ADA purposes.

· Sean Smith of 5618 S. Rosewood opposed the transfer because he thinks TIF funds should be used.

· Richard Bartoshevich of 5962 S. Robert Ave. asked why the City is not using TIF money for TIF projects.  He felt that the money should not be taken from the handicapped and disadvantaged.

· Robert Goss of 3745 E. Henry Ave. stated that based on a ADA bathroom remodel done in Richfield, he invited two contractors to bid on the project using initial drawing done by Finke and Associates with both coming in at just under $24,000.  He felt the bathroom facilities should be upgraded in City Hall to avoid liability.

· James Williamson of 3844 E. Van Norman Ave. stated that the project in Richfield was done with their own money and it still took 4 -5 months.  He stated that the project if done with block grant monies will never be finished by the end of August due to the paperwork involved with Milwaukee County and that it would take too long to qualify to use the money in the account making it impossible to get it done by August 31st.  

The Mayor asked for further public comment and there were none.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:08 P.M.
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