
FURTHER APPEAL PROCEDURES

There are four avenues available to you if you are not satisfied with the Board of Review decision as shown.  Please note that each of these appeal options has definite filing requirements, which must be met.

Section 70.47(13) provides for an appeal of a Board decision to the Circuit Court by an action for certiorari.   The court will issue no order unless the petition is made within 90 days after the taxpayer receives notice of this Board’s decision.  No new evidence may be submitted; the court decides the case solely on the basis of the written record made at the Board of Review.

Section 70.85 provides for a written appeal of the Board’s decision to the Department of Revenue within 20 days after receipt of the Board of Review’s determination or within 30 days after the date specified on the affidavit under Section 70.47(12) if there is no return receipt.  A $100 filing fee is required.  The fair market value of the items or parcels being appealed can not exceed $1 million.  The Department may revalue the property any time before November 1 of the assessment year or within 60 days after receiving the appeal, whichever is later.  If adjusted, the value is substituted for the original value and taxes paid accordingly.  Appeal of the Department’s decision is to the Circuit Court.

Section 74.35 provides for an appeal to the municipality for the recovery of an unlawful tax.  An unlawful tax is; a clerical error in the description of the property or the computation of the tax, the assessment of real property improvements that did not exist on the assessment date, the property is exempt from taxation, the property is not located in the municipality, a double assessment was made, or an arithmetic transposition or similar error has occurred.  The taxpayer need not appear at the Board of Review to pursue this appeal.

Section 74.37 provides for an appeal to the municipality for an excessive assessment.  The taxpayer must have appealed to the Board of Review and can not have appealed the Board’s decision to Circuit Court or to the Department of Revenue.  This option is not available for appeals on property located in Milwaukee County.

No claim or action for an excessive assessment may be brought under Sections 74.35 or 74.37 unless the tax for which the claim is filed, or any authorized installment of the tax, is timely paid.  The claim for taxes paid to the wrong municipality must be filed with the municipality within two years of the last date specified for timely payment of the tax.  All other claims under Sections 74.35 or 74.37 must be filed with the municipality by January 31 of the year in which the tax is payable.  If the municipality denied the claim, the taxpayer may appeal to circuit court within 90 days after receiving notice by registered or certified mail that the claim is disallowed.
