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  CITY OF CUDAHY 

www.cudahy-wi.gov    

Like us on Facebook: City of Cudahy Wisconsin         Volume 1, Issue 1                           Fall/Winter  2015 

 

Greetings from the Office of the Mayor: 

 

Summertime in Cudahy is a valued time for all. I 

hope you took the time to enjoy the many great 

events that took place in our community. Our 

beautiful autumn brings the return to school for our 

children and prepares us for what comes next.   

 

We are truly blessed to have a community so many 

civic celebrations such as Arbor Day, Butler versus 

Bullying, the 128
th

 Civic Dinner Dance, Memorial 

Day, Milwaukee County’s Traveling Beer Garden, 

Fourth of July parade and daylong celebration, 

National Night Out, Patrick Cudahy’s Race For the 

Bacon, and Cudahy Lion’s Club Sweet Applewood 

Days, just to name a few.  These events along with 

many others add to our sense of community and the 

quality of life here in our city. 

 

New events this year included the Cudahy Farmer’s 

Market held each Wednesday in the parking lot of 

the Cudahy Family Library as well as a relaxing 

Blue Grass in the Park afternoon event sponsored 

by the Friends of Pulaski Park.  Information on 

these events which are sponsored by community 

and civic organizations, can be found on the City of 

Cudahy website under the news section. I encourage 

all to attend and support these fun family events! 

 

Business attraction and retention continue to be a 

major focus of my administration.  I’m pleased to 

report that for the first time in company history, 

Smithfield Foods’ Patrick Cudahy plant has two 

major additions occurring at their facility.  On April 

2
nd 

a ground breaking was held for their bacon 

products addition. On August 20
th

 a ground 

breaking was held for the smoked sausage addition.  

This major investment in facilities and equipment 

will allow Patrick Cudahy to maintain and sustain 

employment and increase their production.  The 

City of Cudahy is extremely pleased that our largest 

employer as well as other major employers in our 

community are doing well. 

 

Construction continues on the Squire Village 

Apartments and the Haven at Sweet Applewood, the 

Community Based Residential Facility on Barnard 

Avenue west of the railroad tracks.  Additionally, 

the City of Cudahy has been working with Bear 

Development on their proposed project on the 

corners of Kingan and Layton Avenues.  Final 

building and site plans were approved by the Plan 

Commission in May and work continues on 

finalization of the development agreement which 

should be approved in late September or October of 

this year.  Construction on this project is, as of now, 

slated to begin in early 2016.   

 

As reported in our last newsletter, the City of 

Cudahy began a due diligence process on a 

manufacturing company looking to move from out 

of state to the Sweet Applewood Business District 

on the back side of the former George Meyer site.  

While this proposal did not work out, we are 

currently working with a different local 

manufacturing company interested in the site, and 

are working through the environmental and storm 

water issues of any proposed building on the site.  

While we all get frustrated that these projects don’t 

start up quickly, a lot of technical work is put into 

these proposals which takes time, but must be done 

if we want a quality development on any site.  I 

look forward to sharing further details on this new 

project soon.  

 

In addition to this project, another Cudahy company 

is looking at a 100,000 square foot addition and a 

new long term lease on their facility.  Also, 

http://www.cudahy-wi.gov/
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Charlie’s Discount Tobacco and Liquor has begun 

construction of a new building.  

 

In March, the Common Council finalized all of the 

agreements for the Neighborhood Loan 

Improvement Program which is designed to attract 

buyers to duplexes to convert them into single 

family home owner occupied. It also allows for the 

conversions of attics into livable space to keep 

young expanding families in the community.  

Details on this program are available on our website 

and from the City Inspection Department.  This 

program promotes single family home ownership. 

 

During the month of March, the Common Council 

held public hearings on the rezoning of several 

parcels to accurately reflect realistic development 

based on today’s market conditions.  In April, 

parcels were rezoned along Barnard, Layton, and 

Pennsylvania Avenues.   

 

During the month of April, the Common Council 

awarded bids on several different construction 

projects that occurred during the summer of 2015.  

These projects included the Eaton- Merrill and 

Barland Avenue reconstruction projects, the Lake 

Drive Bus Stop Pad Improvements (funded through 

Community Development Block Grants), and the 

Somers-Kirkwood Avenue intersection project.  The 

Common Council approved and presented four 

resolutions for heroism to two teachers and two 

students who were involved in life saving efforts at 

the Cudahy Middle School Pool.  

 

In May, the Common Council approved the 

refinancing and sale of Series 2015A General 

Obligation Refunding Bonds which will save the 

taxpayers almost $330,000 in Tax Increment 

District and General Obligation Debt Service 

between 2016 through 2027, thus reducing taxation. 

 

During the months of June and July, the Plan 

Commission approved the final building and site 

plans for the mixed use retail / residential 

development by Bear Development at the CDA 

owned property on the corner of Kingan and Layton 

Avenues.  A project like this is what the city has 

been looking for since 1994. I am pleased to be 

bringing this project to implementation.  

Groundbreaking is projected for fall. 

The CDA entered into a Letter of Intent with a local 

resident looking to put a coffee shop on another 

CDA owned property at 4849 S. Packard Avenue 

(south of Library Drive).  Whether a large or small 

business owner or developer, Cudahy is and 

continues to be open for business to attract new 

ventures and development in our community. 

 

In July, the CDA received a detailed Geo Technical 

report on the CDA owned land at Pennsylvania and 

Layton Avenues.  By obtaining good information 

regarding site conditions, developable acreage, 

wetland and soil issues, the City can begin to 

actively market the site to interested potential 

developers.   

 

After an August public hearing, allowing input into 

the rezoning of the old YMCA property, the 

Common Council, by a 3-2 vote, voted down a staff 

recommendation to rezone the parcel located at 

3244 East College Avenue from Institutional 

Zoning to Business Zoning.  It has been represented 

to the city that a church group is in the process of 

purchasing this property. Based on the current 

existing zoning, the Plan Commission later 

approved their use of the facility.   

 

In August, the Common Council continued to 

review and take action on how the City of Cudahy 

performs the Spring Clean -up.  The annual Spring 

Clean-up is funded through the recycling fund and 

not through the General Tax Levy.  The annual cost 

to perform the spring cleanup is around $100,000.  

The most recent State of Wisconsin Budget cuts our 

State Recycling Fund Grant for 2016 somewhere 

between $16,000 and $67,000.  This large cut in 

funding forced the Common Council to explore 

options on how we proceed in 2016 and voted to 

change how Spring Clean UP will be handled.  

 

Each property that pays for city recycling service 

will receive “two golden dump tickets” that will 

allow them to take a load to the city dump on 

Pennsylvania Avenue free of charge during 2016 

normal operating hours.  The Common Council will 

reevaluate the service in August of 2016 based on 

any changes to the Recycling Fund. While 

eliminating the curbside free city wide spring 

cleanup may be unpopular, we have no choice due 

to reductions in funding and increases in the cost of 

disposal of materials. 
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As we enter the fall and winter season, we look 

forward to the reopening of the rebuilt Packard 

Avenue and our downtown business district.  

Construction on Packard Avenue includes the 

replacement of the pavement, sidewalk, and street 

lights, modifications to the signal lights, the 

addition of a bike lane and construction of bio 

filtration for storm water.  The majority of the 

funding will be paid through local dollars, however, 

staff has secured a small amount of funding through 

the State Local Road Improvement Program and a 

Storm Water Grant from the Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage District. 

 

The Office of the Mayor, along with the City of 

Cudahy School District, and South Shore Chamber 

of Commerce are planning four different events to 

help out the Packard Avenue business owners.  

While the 2016 events have not been finalized yet, 

mark your calendars for a Packard Avenue Fall 

Festival Almost Finished and Open For Business 

event on the evening of Wednesday October 28
th

. 

Watch for more details as the planning of these 

events unfolds. 

 

As your Mayor, I will continue to advocate on your 

behalf to other taxing jurisdictions for support of 

our community.  I continue to run a cost effective 

municipal government that provides exceptional 

services to our residents.  Our community has a lot 

to offer, it is up to you to take advantage of the 

many good things happening here! 

 

Mayor John, Hohenfeldt 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Cudahy- St. Francis Interfaith Program for the 

Elderly  
 Phone: 414-483-4474 

 Email: csfinterfaith@hotmail.com 

Hours of Operation:  

Monday  8:30 am to Noon 

  12:30 pm to 3:30 pm 

Wednesday 8:30 am to 1:00 pm 

Friday   8:30 am to 1:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Concern of Cudahy- St. Francis  
Food pantry and clothing bank for Cudahy and St. 

Francis 

Phone: 414-744-0645 

Email: projconcern@msn.com 

Hours of Operation:  

Monday  9:00 am to Noon 

  3:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

Wednesday 9:00 am to Noon 

Friday   9:00 am to Noon 

  Helping neighbors in need with food  

1
st
 Saturday of every month 9 am to 11 am              

For more info:  www.projectconcerncudahy.org 

 

 

 

Visit the City of Cudahy Website at www.cudahy-wi.gov for news, information and meeting agendas and 

minutes. 

 

State shared revenue, street aids, local road aids and exempt computer aids are State Sources of funds 

provided to the City of Cudahy to offset local property taxes. Since 2010, the City of Cudahy has seen a 

$360,750 total reduction in funds over the last five years. The 2010 number was $5,029,052. In 2015, the 

number was $4,668,032. 

 

While state funding for road maintenance and repairs has continued to decrease over the past five years, 

local tax levy spending on road repairs and maintenance has increased from $327,190 in 2011 to an 

estimated $425,000 in 2015. 

 

 

 

mailto:csfinterfaith@hotmail.com
mailto:projconcern@msn.com
http://www.projectconcerncudahy.org/
http://www.cudahy-wi.gov/
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PAYMENT OF 2015 PROPERTY TAXES 

OUR HOURS FOR TAX COLLECTION ARE 7:30 AM TO 3:00 PM 
Make check or money order payable to:  Treasurer - City of Cudahy and Mail To: 

City of Cudahy Treasurer’s Office 

PO Box 100510 

Cudahy, WI  53110-6108 

Pay in Person at: 

Cudahy City Hall, 5050 S. Lake Dr., Monday through Friday, 7:30AM to 3PM 

Pay (full payments only) at the following Financial Institutions in the City of Cudahy: UNTIL January 31, 

2015 

Chase Bank…………………………………………………4702 S. Packard Ave. 

South Shore Credit Union………………………………….4580 S. Nicholson Ave. 

TruStone Credit Union……………………………………..5570 S. Packard Ave. 

North Shore Bank…………………………………………..3233 E. Layton Ave. 

BMO/Harris (exact amount only)…………………………. 4677 S. Packard Ave. 

Landmark Credit Union……………………………………4801 S. Packard Ave. 

TCF Bank…………………………………………………..5851 S. Packard Ave. 

Prime Financial ……………………………………………5656 S. Packard Ave. 
INSTALLMENT  PAYMENTS:  

Due Dates:    January 31, 2016      -      March 31, 2016      -      May 31, 2016 

Mail to:       City of Cudahy Treasurer’s Office      PO Box 100510      Cudahy, WI  53110-6108 

 

 If you require a receipt, enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your payment, posted payments 

can be viewed & printed from the Cudahy web site:               www.cudahy-wi.gov 

 

Payments may be dropped in the night depository box at City Hall located in front of City Hall next to 

the northern most entrance.  Note:  Payments deposited in the night box on 12/31/15 will be credited for 

2015 

Tax bills are mailed to the OWNER(S) on record for Real Estate property in the City of Cudahy.  If you 

are not the owner of the property described on the bill you receive, please forward it to the owner or return it to 

the City Treasurer’s Office.  For any properties sold or titles recorded after October 2015, we will make every 

attempt to forward current tax bills to new owners.  

CHECK(S) should be payable to: Treasurer, or City of Cudahy.  Please DO NOT STAPLE your 

check to your tax bill and DO NOT COMBINE with any other payments (such as water bills, dog licensing or 

special collections). Checks not properly completed or endorsed will be returned unprocessed and your taxes 

could become delinquent.  Receipts are not valid until the check clears our bank.  Note:  We now accept charge 

cards and debit cards.** 

The date of payment from ESCROW ACCOUNTS is determined by the signed agreement you have 

with your bank.  Please check your agreement or call your bank to verify that your ESCROW CHECK will be 

mailed on time. 

All persons listed as payee on an escrow check must endorse the check in order to process 

payment.  Avoid delays in processing and possibly falling delinquent by remembering to sign your check.  

Please note THE FULL AMOUNT OF YOUR ESCROW CHECK MUST BE APPLIED TO YOUR TAX 

BILL.  If the escrow check exceeds the full amount due, overpayment refund will be issued by mail by the City 

of Cudahy by check. 

**CREDIT CARDS:  We now accept MasterCard, Visa, American Express, Discover & Debit Cards 

(credit).  The fee is 2.75% of total paid.  If you use a Visa Debit card, the fee is $3.95 per transaction. 

 

City Hall will be closed December 24, December 25, December 31, 2015 & January 1, 2016 

http://www.cudahy-wi.gov/
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PIT BULL PERMITS 

The City of Cudahy has an ordinance requiring a Special Pit Bull Permit.  This permit is required for all Pit 

Bulls residing in the City of Cudahy.  There is a $50.00 fee renewable every January 1
st
 and other requirements.  

Please refer to our website www.cudahy-wi.gov.  Click on Residents, then on Pet Licensing Information.  The 

ordinance and the permit are both available for review and download.  The special Cudahy Pit Bull license is 

required in addition to the regular dog license. 

 

Any Pit Bulls not registered or not re-registered by January 1
st
 of each year will be removed from the City of 

Cudahy. 

 

ANIMAL LICENSING       

Every person residing in the City who owns a dog or cat more than 5 months of age on January 1 of any year, or 

5 months of age within the license year, shall annually, on or before the date the dog or cat becomes 5 months 

of age, pay the dog or cat license tax and obtain an annual license for each animal at Cudahy City Hall or other 

appropriate place designated by the City and is considered delinquent on April 1.  

 

9.14 of the City’s Codes states: No person having in his possession or under his control any animal or 

fowl shall allow the same to run at large within the City. According to the Wisconsin Humane Society, cats 

should be kept indoors to keep cats safe and healthy as well as to keep them from killing birds and other 

wildlife.  

 

MADACC will be sending out dog and cat license renewal information by mail around the same time 

you receive your tax billing. Watch for the postcard. Remember, when licensing your animals, it is necessary to 

bring rabies vaccination paperwork.  

 

 

IN AN EFFORT TO BETTER SERVICE OUR RESIDENTS, WE HAVE CHANGED THE BUSINESS 

HOURS AT CITY HALL TO:  

7:30 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

 

IN-PERSON TAX COLLECTION WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN THE HOURS OF: 

7:30 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. 

 

2016 BUDGET:  The City of Cudahy’s 2016 Budget and Tax Levy Public Hearing will be held on 

Tuesday, November 17, 2015 at 7:00 PM. The meeting will be held in the Common Council Chambers at 

City Hall, 5050 S. Lake Drive.  

TRICK OR TREAT  

 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2015 FROM 5:00 TO 7:00 PM 
 

 

http://www.cudahy-wi.gov/


 
 

   6 

 

 
  

The Cudahy Tourism Commission 

Our Mission:  

To develop and position the City of Cudahy as an attractive destination through the promotion 

and advocacy of local events, attractions and businesses.  

 

Visit us on the City of Cudahy Web Site: 

http://www.cudahy-wi.gov/visitors/tourism_commission/index.php 

Or e-mail us to help market your events at: 

cudahytourismcommission@ci.cudahy.wi.us 

 
 

 

 

CITY OF CUDAHY – FAIR HOUSING IS YOUR RIGHT: PROTECT YOURSELF! 
Seeking housing is never an easy task. For many Wisconsin residents, illegal discrimination makes finding and 

keeping housing much more difficult than it should be. Housing discrimination is common, yet most people 

remain unaware of its prevalence. Equal housing opportunity-the idea that all people should have equal access 

to all the housing they can afford-is the law. 

 

Federal and state fair housing laws make it illegal for housing providers (landlords, real estate agents, apartment 

managers, etc.) to discriminate based on any of the following categories: race, sex, national origin/ancestry, 

color, disability, religion, family status (household composition, including presence of children), sexual 

orientation, marital status, lawful source of income or age. 

 

Housing discrimination appears in many different forms. Sometimes housing providers discriminate overtly by 

making statements to applicants such as “we only rent to working people,” “no kids allowed,” or “we don’t rent 

to single moms.” 

 

Victims of housing discrimination have the right to pursue complaints in public administrative agencies such as 

Wisconsin Equal Rights Division or the US Department of Housing and Urban Development.  People with 

housing discrimination complaints may also file lawsuits in state or federal court. 

 

If you have questions about housing discrimination, fair housing laws and what your options may be for 

pursuing a complaint of housing discrimination, call the Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council’s 

statewide complaint intake line at 1-877-647-FAIR (toll free) 
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Fall Yard Waste Collection November 2 to November 6  
Plant materials and garden waste can be placed in the curb line with your leaves for this week only. 

 Put your yard waste out Monday, November 2 – there is no set schedule.  

 Please no bags, boxes or containers.   

 Absolutely NO trees, branches, or brush.  Piles with branches will be skipped as the material 

collected is taken to a facility that can’t process woody material. 

 Please No fruit from fruit trees as this creates a mess 

 

 

 
 

Fall Leaf Collection 

SCHEDULE:   
 The Department of Public Works will begin fall leaf collection on October 

19th.   You may rake your leaves to the curb until November 22
nd

.  After that 

date you will have to bag your leaves in a re-usable container or paper bag and 

take it to the City’s Drop-off Site for a fee.  The City cannot accept leaves & 

yard waste in plastic bags. 

 There is no set day or schedule and it is done based on crew and equipment 

availability.   

 Leaves are not picked up every week.   

 The crew will be doing its LAST LEAF PICK-UP between November 23 to 

November 26
th

.  Once they are through your street – that is it for the year.  

DO NOT place leaves in the City right of way after the DPW crew has 

come through.  If the City finds that leaves are deposited in the City right of 

way in front of your property after the City has gone through your street – the 

City will treat it as an abatement and charge the property owner $150 for the 

removal.   

HELPFUL TIPS: 

 The Department requests that you refrain from piling leaves into piles higher than 1’ above 

the curb, as the leaf collecting equipment is unable to pick-up large piles.  Large piles are 

also a safety hazard as children like to hide in them.   

 Please keep leaf piles a minimum of 10’ away from storm drains to prevent the storm sewer 

from getting clogged.  

 Do not place woody material such as branches or shrubs in the leaf pile.  The crew will 

have to go around the pile because the branches get stuck in the equipment causing it to 

shut down. 

 Do not put material in containers or bags & please no fruit or vegetables. 
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Extra Garbage & Recyclables during the Holiday Season 

During the holidays people tend to generate more garbage & recycling than normal.  Please do not stack extra items 

on top of your cart or next to it.  Not only will the extra items not be picked up but your cart will not be picked up 

as well.  The City’s Garbage Collection Contractor is only required to pick-up a cart that is clear of obstructions and 

where the garbage or recyclables are contained within the cart and the lid is secure.  Residents can bring extra trash 

bags and recyclables only to the City’s Drop-Off Site on Saturday, January 2nd between the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m.  Materials other than trash bags and recyclables will not be accepted on January 2
nd

.   This will be the 

only time the Drop-Off Site is open during the winter. 

 

 

Holiday Garbage Pickup 

Thanksgiving  

Thursday pick-up will be on Friday, November 27
th

 (the day after Thanksgiving Day). 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Tree Disposal--  The Cudahy DPW will be 

collecting holiday trees placed by the curb (not alley) 

from Monday, January 4, 2016 to Wednesday, January 20, 

2016. Please make sure the tree is visible to our crews by 

digging it out of snow banks.  We will not dig it out of the 

snow bank.  Also remove lights, tinsel and other items 

from the tree.  After January 20, 2016, holiday trees left in 

the City right of way or buried in snow will be considered 

a nuisance and treated as an abatement.   Wreaths & 

garland should be placed in your garbage cart as they 

cannot be chipped. 

 

 
Cudahy Drop-Off Center Hours 

 

FALL HOURS  (Effective October 5, 2015 to December 5, 2015) 
Tuesday & Thursday -- 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday -- 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Closed Thanksgiving Day, November 27th 
 

WINTER HOURS  -   The Drop-Off Site will be closed from  

December 6, 2015 to April 6, 2015 
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Snow Clearing Operations                                       
During a snow storm the City sends plows to “open” and maintain the driving 

lanes of a roadway.  Since there are not enough plows or DPW employees to cover the more than 59 centerline 

miles of City roadway, the Public Works Department has to make critical choices during every snow event.  

The number one priority is safety.  Therefore attention is given to the roadways that have a higher volume of 

traffic.  Those get plowed or salted first.  After the main roadways are addressed the Department clears/salts 

secondary roadways where there are School zones followed by low volume or residential streets.  Alleys are 

low priority and may not get attended to during snow events until all City streets have at least been cleared and 

salted.  Parking lanes are often times not plowed until the storm has past.  Clearing/widening of the street is 

done at night when street parking is limited.   

 

Use of Salt & De-icing Chemicals 
The City does not have a bare pavement policy.  This means that parking lanes, secondary streets and alleys 

are not salted to get down to bare pavement.  Due to the close proximity to Lake Michigan the City restricts its 

use of salt and other de-icing chemicals.  This means that lower volume –lower speed roadways get far less salt 

then do major roadways.  This policy has been in place for years to protect Lake Michigan since salt and 

deicing chemicals are very corrosive to the environment and do not “disappear” once they are in Lake 

Michigan.  Many people get upset when the roadways or alleys are not down to bare pavement, but adding more 

salt adds more issues to the quality of the Lake and the quality of your drinking water.  So be responsible - get a 

good set of tires and drive according to conditions  

 

It’s Illegal & Costing the City Money 
It is unlawful to throw, blow or shovel snow and slush into the street or alley.  If you hire someone to clear your 

driveway of snow or you yourself do it – remember you cannot push, blow or drag the snow out into the 

street or alley and “loose it along the street” or push it across the street to the other side.  When you are 

clearing sidewalks, turn the snow blower chute towards the building side of the sidewalk to prevent the snow 

from piling up and rolling back into the street.  In alleys – do not throw snow back into the alley.   

 

Alley Plowing 
Unlike the City of Milwaukee and some other surrounding communities, the City of Cudahy still plows alleys.   

However, this may not be the case in future years.  The reason – In 1999 the Department of Public Works had 

31 positions funded through taxes; 25 of those positions plowed, fixed streets and trimmed trees.  In 2015 there 

were 12 positions funded through taxes; 11 positions of which were employees that plowed, fixed streets and 

trimmed trees.  The Department tried to contract out plowing of alleys but that became cost prohibited. Whether 

the City crews plow alleys or a contractor, the plowing of alleys per square foot in Cudahy is more expensive 

than plowing a residential City street.  The reason - property owners.  After the City plows the snow in an alley 

many property owners clear their approaches/parking pads and throw the snow back into the alley.  Snow that is 

thrown back into the alley becomes hard pack and causes severe icing issues.  Due to the nature of an alley – 

salt has minimal effect on “hard pack”.   This behavior results in the City having to plow & salt the alley as 

many as 4 to 5 times in a given storm.  In addition, many property owners park vehicles illegally in their aprons 

or along the alley which partially blocks the alley so the plow can’t clear it. The Department does not have the 

labor force or funds to provide this type of service and in 2016 the DPW has been requested by the Council to 

cut 1.5% of its budget.  This $40,000 loss to the Department requires Public Works to cut back further on 

services, and the plowing of alleys is no exception.   Therefore, the Department will clear an alley once at the 

end of each snow fall.  After the City has cleared the alley, it will be up to property owners to maintain a clear 

Winter Weather Information 
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and passable alley.  If the alley is not maintained in a good enough condition that the City’s garbage collection 

company feels is adequate for their trucks – the garbage collection company will not pick-up your garbage.  So 

it is vital that property owners keep the snow out of the alley and maintain a clear alley in front of their 

properties throughout the winter months. 

 

Sidewalk Snow Removal  
 

  
 

Sidewalk Salt 

 
The Department often gets questions on whether salt is safe for the environmental.  The answer to that is, “Safe 

to who’s environment?.  A slip or fall to a human or pet due to an icy sidewalk can be life altering.  However, 

de-icing salt (sodium chloride) as it is known contaminates soil, surface water and groundwater and is very 

corrosive on new concrete walk.  There are “pet-safe” products out on the market but these products also create 

issues for Lake Michigan.  What we suggest and what we are following as our practice in the DPW is to remove 

the snow & ice from the paved surface whether it’s a ¼” of snow or 10” of snow.  Broom of shovel the 

sidewalk off for the full width of the walk.  Refrain from placing salt down unless it feels slippery.  When it 

feels slippery use a small amount of “pet safe” type de-icing material.  More is not better.  Salts and de-icing 

materials are most effective when they bond to the pavement.  The more ice and snow that is on the pavement, 

the less effective these products are.  That’s why the DPW usually has the plows down in the smallest of storms.  

We do not recommend sand as it is not a de-icing material, creates more of a slipping hazard, is abrasive and 

messy, and creates a huge problem of siltation in our storm sewers and storm water basins.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City codes make it the responsibility of the “owner, occupant 

or person in charge of any building or lot” to completely remove 

snow and ice from the abutting public sidewalk within 24 hours 

after each snow/ice event.  Between storms it is the responsibility 

of the property owner to check the sidewalk for ice and salt or 

sand the walk to prevent slips and falls.  If the sidewalks are not 

kept clear of snow and ice, the City, without notice, will do the 

work and bill the cost to the owner.  Minimum charge is $138.00.   
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Service Trends in the Department of Public Works 

 
The Department of Public Works has lost funds and personnel over the past decade through tax cuts and the 

shifting of funds from DPW to Public Safety.  The past couple of years have been especially hard with the 

massive loss of shared revenue from the State.  The City tried to make up much of that loss by requiring the 

public employee to pay their fair share of insurance premiums and retirement.  You may have not noticed that 

on your tax bill because roughly 27 cents on the dollar you pay in taxes goes to City services, the remaining 73 

cents on each dollar you pay in taxes goes to other taxing entities such as the Milwaukee Metropolitan 

Sewerage District, Cudahy School District, Milwaukee County and MATC.  Of that 27 cents roughly 5 cents 

goes to the Department of Public Works.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This loss in revenue over the years and the shift to fund more in public protection has resulted in a shrinking 

labor force in the DPW.  In 1999 the Department of Public Works had 31 positions funded through taxes.   

Twenty five of those employees plowed, fixed streets, trimmed trees, etc. Over the past ten years, the 

Department of Public Works labor force has steadily decreased. In 2015 there were 12 DPW positions funded 

through taxes, 11 positions of which were employees that plowed, fixed streets, trimmed trees, etc.  Limiting the 

personnel and funds in the Department of Public Works has made it difficult for the Department to meet the 

service expectations of the public.  It’s not that the Department doesn’t want to do it.  Like you, we have to live 

within our budget.   

 

 

Changes to City Drop-Off Site for 2016 

In the past year the City has seen a significant increase in the amount of rubbish deposited at the City’s Drop-

Off Site.  The Site was established when the City changed the collection of garbage to garbage carts.  The intent 

of the site was to take extra garbage and yard waste generated by the residential home owners.   It was not 

intended to subsidize self-employed contractors, landlords, businesses and residents with major home remodels.  

There are several dumpster companies that can provide a dumpster for that.  The site is too small to 

accommodate the amount of dumping that is currently taking place and the City can’t afford it.  So effective 

October 15, 2016 the City will no longer allow any vehicle larger than a pick-up with a 6.5’ bed or a trailer 

larger than 4’x8’.  It’s either you have a trailer full of stuff or you have a vehicle full of stuff. No vehicle/trailer 

combinations. 

 

 

Changes to Spring Clean-up 

 
It may be a little early to think about springtime but there is going to be a major change to the City’s annual 

spring-clean-up and we wanted to start sending out the message early.  Over the past 5 years the Public Works 

Department has refined the collection of Spring Clean-up from a 5-week process with an annual price tag of 

$125,000 (110 tons collected) in 2011 to a 2-week process with an annual price tag of  $102,000 (236 tons 

collected) in 2015.  Even with these changes the Department is unable to facilitate the cost.  Spring Clean-up is 

How much of your tax $ goes to the  

Department of Public Works: 
 

You Pay: $3500 Taxes  City Gets:  $945 DPW Gets:  $160 

  $5000 Taxes  City Gets:  $1350 DPW Gets:  $230 
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paid from a portion of the revenue generated from your Recycling Cart fee.  The Recycling Cart fee has not 

increased since 2007 although the cost of collecting your recycling cart has increased 9% and the City lost 

$40,000 in a State cut recycling grant.  But cost was not the only factor that required the City to look at changes 

to Spring Clean-up.  During Spring Clean-up the City opens its doors to anyone and everyone wanting to 

discard their junk.  As other communities have gotten rid of curb-side pick-up, Cudahy residents found piles of 

junk on their lawn that they never put there.   

 

We understand this to be fact because the tonnage from 2012 to 2015 has increased 28%.  Even though the City 

sent out information telling people not to put their junk out until the Saturday before their pick-up date, people 

started putting stuff out two weeks prior or they put stuff out after the City went through which generated 

complaints and added a lot of staff time to mitigate the issues.   Having junk on the curb attracted scavengers 

who sifted through piles and made a mess.  It also generated e-waste and hazardous waste which cost the City 

an additional $10,100 to dispose of.  Therefore, the City decided to discontinue curbside clean-up beginning 

Spring of 2016.  In lieu of curbside pickup, the City will issue 2 free passes to each Cudahy property owner that 

pays a recycling cart fee.  The passes can be used to dispose of acceptable rubbish or yard waste at the City’s 

Drop-Off Site in 2016 during the period and times the Drop-Off Site is open to the public.  Each pass is good 

for one trip into the facility.  The maximum amount per trip is a pick-up truck with a maximum bed size of 6.5’ 

or a 4’x 8’ trailer.  The passes will be issued after January 1, 2016 and will be available at the City’s DPW 

office at City Hall during normal City Hall hours.  You will be required to show an ID and the ID must match 

the address.  Passes will only be issued to the address that matches the person and ID.  Passes will not be 

available at the Drop-Off Site.   Check the City’s website spring of 2016 for updates.   

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Trimming – Tree Removal 
 

The Department of Public Works trims street trees during the months from 

December 1
st
 to April 1

st
 when disease and pests are typically dormant.  

Trimming a tree exposes the tree to disease like a cut on skin exposes you 

to infection.  There are no Band-Aids for trees so we expose the tree during 

a time when they are less likely to get infected.  We do not have the 

resources to get all the trimming done throughout the City in one year so the 

City is broken up into five areas.  The Department tries to get one area done 

a year but that is dependent on crew availability and funding.  The crew that 

trims trees also plows snow.  
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Packard Ave. Reconstruction 
   
Packard Avenue is scheduled to open to all traffic by 

October 15
th

.   Most of the “greenscape” will be done 

next year by the City’s Department of Public Works.  

The project’s design and construction management 

was all done by the City’s Engineering staff.  The 

Department of Public Works also played a significant 

role in the construction portion of the project, assisting 

in the electrical work, barricades, signs and storm 

structures.  The City also partnered with the 

Milwaukee County Department of Transportation to 

make signal improvements to the intersection of 

Layton & Packard. 

 

The design centered itself on being functional, 

attractive and inviting.  Bike lanes and improvements 

to bus stops address the need to provide multi-modal 

transportation facilities.  In addition, energy efficient 

LED street light fixtures and signals were integrated 

into the plan which is expected to provide significant 

savings on energy and maintenance costs.     Storm 

water bio-retention basins and greenscape have been 

incorporated in the design to reduce run-off and the 

pollutants associated with an urban environment.  

Most of the vegetation will be planted next spring.  

 

We invite you to see the change and support the 

downtown businesses. 

 

 

 

Intersection of Packard & Plankinton 

The intersection of Plankinton & Packard has been 

redesigned to a TWO-WAY stop intersection, not 

a three-way stop.  North Bound Traffic on Packard 

making a left-turn onto Plankinton must yield to 

southbound Packard traffic.   

Packard Avenue Street Furniture 

Sponsorship 
 

You can leave your mark on downtown Cudahy! 

 

Businesses, residents or organizations can sponsor a bench for $900.  

The bench was specifically chosen to accent the Cudahy Downtown 

Business District and is made with a black powdered coated cast 

aluminum frame to avoid rusting.  Location requests will be taken into 

consideration but cannot be guaranteed.  Bus stops along Packard 

Avenue will be the primary focus.  The bench will have an engraved 

plaque with your business/organization’s name or your family name 

or the name of a loved one.  To sponsor a bench please call the City’s 

Engineering Office at (414) 769-2212 or visit the City’s website at    

http://www.cudahy-wi.gov. 
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INFORMATION FROM YOUR HEALTH DEPARTMENT… 

 
Online Childhood Developmental Milestones Screening  

Beginning in October, the Ages and Stages Questionnaire (ASQ) a developmental screening 

tool will be available for our residents, on our city website! The screening provides a quick look 

at how children are doing in important areas, such as communication, physical ability, social 

skills, and problem-solving skills. Questionnaires are available for children from 1 month to 5 

1/2 years old. We invite you to participate in the Ages & Stages Questionnaires to help you 

keep track of your child's development. 

 

Zombie Walk October 18
th

 

The Healthiest Cudahy Collaboration is sponsoring a Zombie Walk. Come dressed as Zombie 

and enjoy a one or two mile walk with a campfire to follow. Food and water for purchase will 

be available from Skyline Catering.  

 

Internet Safety Oct 28
th 

6-8pm (This presentation intended for adults) 

Do you know what your child or family is doing online? Come listen to the Cudahy Police 

Department and the Director of Technology explain the use and safety of popular applications 

(apps), cyberbullying and online predators, and how safe or unsafe your information is online.  

 

Blood Drive Nov 3
rd 

2-6pm 

You don’t need a special reason to give blood. You just need your own reason. 

 Some of us give blood because we were asked by a friend. 

 Some know a family member or a friend who may need blood someday. 

 Some believe it is the right thing we do. 

Whatever your reason, the need is constant and your contribution is important for a healthy and 

reliable blood supply.  And you will feel good knowing you've helped change a life. 

The Cudahy Health Department is hosting a blood drive through the Blood Center of 

Wisconsin. You can donate whole blood or double red cell. Please call 414-769-2239 to 

schedule an appointment.  

 

Free Radon Test Kits available at the Cudahy Health Department 

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that comes from trace amounts of uranium in the 

ground. The gas can seep into homes through the foundation and neighboring homes can have 

different elevated levels of radon. It is estimated that 5 to 10 % of the homes in Wisconsin will 

have elevated levels of radon. The U.S Environmental Protection Agency estimates that radon 

causes 21,000 preventable lung cancer deaths nationally per year. Any home may have a radon 

problem. This means new and old homes, well-sealed and drafty homes and homes with or 

without basements should be tested. Testing is the only way to know if you and your family are 

at risk from radon. Stop by the Cudahy Health Department to pick up your free radon test kit.   
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    5050 S. Lake Drive 

Walk begins and ends at the 

Kelly Senior Center 

6100 S. Lake Drive 

 

Sponsored 
by: 

Come dressed 
as your
favorite

 
COSTUMES ENCOURAGED 

Registration Form 

Walk Registration Deadline: Oct 15th, 2015 

 

Name    Phone:    

Total Number Adults:     Children:    $1.00 Fee  Paid per family/group    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  F un Zon e  

 

 

 

 

 

Walk Fee:  $1 per family!                                       Freaky Fun Events                                    
Walk Fee can be waived..                                                     4:00 PM - Check-in and group warm-up  

Request with registration                                                     4:45 PM - 1 or 2 mile walk on Oak Leaf Trail 

                                       6:00 PM - Bonfire           

Registration Deadline Oct 15th 

Submit Form & Fee to the Cudahy Health Dept.           * Food  and  w ater  ava i lab le  f or  purchase  

or Place in the City Hall Drop Box at    from Skyline Catering.
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INTERNET               

SAFETY               

                                                               

WHEN 

Wednesday Oct 28th 6pm - 8pm 

WHERE 

CUDAHY COMMON COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 
5050 South Lake Drive, Cudahy WI 53110 

Presentations by:            Cudahy Police Department, 

Officer Janelle Jurkiewicz Detective Andrew Ayala 

Cudahy Department of Technology, Director Jay Fernandez 

 

PRESENTATION IS INTENDED  

FOR ADULTS! Adults & Parents are  

Encouraged to Attend. 
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From time to time Cudahy citizens receive phone solicitations for donations to an organization claiming to represent the 

Cudahy Fire Department.  Be advised that the Cudahy Fire Department does not solicit donations by phone. 

 
 

Fall Back! Change Batteries 
 

With the changing of the clocks, it is also time to change the batteries in your smoke and CO detectors. Make sure the 

unit operates when you press the test button. If the unit is older than ten years, or you have no idea how old it is, it is time 

to replace the unit. New units have a ten year lithium battery. Ensure there is a smoke detector on every level of your 

home especially near or in sleeping areas.  

 
Smoke Alarm & Other Safety Tips 
 

 Install smoke alarms on every level of your home, outside each sleeping area and/or in each bedroom. 

 Test alarms every month. Replace batteries twice a year. 

 Store matches and lighters in locked cabinets or out of a child’s reach. 

 Test bath water with your wrist or elbow before placing your child in it. 

 Place space heaters at least 3 feet away from anything that can catch fire.  Always turn off heaters when leaving the room 
or going to bed. 

 Practice a fire escape plan.  Plan at least two ways out of each room. 

 Get out and stay out. Never go back into a burning building. 

 Choose a place to meet outside.  
 

Holiday Safety 
 

Every year over 300 fires are caused by holiday decorations. Dry vegetation, such as pine trees 

and boughs, are significant factors when using natural trees. Use only a fresh cut tree, and be 

sure to keep it watered. Use hot tap water to fill the water reservoir, this will help to keep the sap 

flowing. Check all electrical decorations for damage. Follow the manufactures recommendations 

for hours of usage and areas for proper installation. Frayed or damaged wires are an invitation 

for fire. Do not overload outlets, or install too many light strings together. Overloading circuits 

and wires can cause overheating and lead to a fire. Another key point to remember is not to 

block doorways. If there is a fire, the normal pathways out of your home will be critical. Blocking 

that path with decorations could be the difference between escaping the fire and being trapped.  

 
Get your organization’s message out 
 

Outdoor signs are available at both fire stations to promote community activities and events. 
Messages and announcements from various civic groups are placed on the signs by request. 

Use of these signs is on a first come, first served basis. 

Cudahy Fire Department 
Station #1 769-2232  Station #2 769-2233 

4626 S. Packard Ave.            3115 E. Ramsey Ave. 
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Adopt a fire hydrant 
 

 As winter approaches, the Fire Department asks that all residents watch for snow around the fire hydrants. Please keep a 

three foot area around the hydrant clear of snow. This helps fire fighters find the hydrants 

during an emergency. This may seem like a small request, but to the fire fighters responding 

to a fire, it can make the difference between life and death. Thank you. 

 
 
Winter Fire Safety Tips 
 
The high cost of home heating fuels and utilities have caused many Americans to search for 

alternate sources of home heating. The use of wood burning stoves is growing and space 

heaters are selling rapidly or coming out of storage. Fireplaces are burning wood and manmade logs.    All these methods 

of heating may be acceptable. They are however, a major contributing factor in residential fires. Many of these fires can 

be prevented. The following fire safety tips can help you maintain a fire safe home this winter. 

 Be sure your space heater is in good working condition. Inspect exhaust parts for carbon buildup. Be sure the 
heater has an emergency shut off in case the heater is tipped over.  

 Be sure the fireplace or stove is installed properly. Woodstoves should have adequate clearance (36”) from 
combustible surfaces, and proper floor support and protection.  

 Have your chimney inspected annually and cleaned if necessary, especially if it hasn’t been used for some time.  

 
CPR 
 
The Cudahy Fire Department will be offering CPR classes for a nominal fee to the general public.  For information on CPR 

classes please call (414) 769-2233. 

 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a deadly, colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete burning of 
various fuels, including coal, wood, charcoal, oil, kerosene, propane, and natural gas. Products and equipment powered 
by internal combustion engines such as portable generators, cars, and lawn mowers also produce CO. Like smoke 
detectors a CO detector could save your life or the life of someone you care about. 
 
PLEASE PURCHASE AND INSTALL A NEW CO DETECTOR IN YOUR HOME, IT’S THE LAW!!  
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Residential Knox Box Program,  
 
Designed to promote a lock box outside the home to allow firefighter to gain entry during a serious medical condition. The 

lock box is very similar to those required by commercial buildings in our city with access only 
by the Cudahy Fire Department. The fire department is currently marketing this program to 
people who live alone with a serious medical condition. For more information on a Knox box 
please call the Cudahy Fire Department (414) 769-2233. 

 
Free Blood Pressure Screening at the Cudahy Fire Department 

 
Saturday’s 8AM-Noon Please call for availability. 

 
Fire Station #1 
4626 S. Packard Avenue 
414-769-2232 
 
Fire Station #2 
3115 E. Ramsey Avenue 
414-769-2233 
 
For Information on preparing for a disaster visit 
http://www.ready.gov/ 

 

Update on Technology from the Cudahy Director of Technology.  

As of mid-2015 the City of Cudahy decided to regain control of the technology services and 

maintenance used at The City of Cudahy for IT related services, by hiring a full time technology 

director to supervise and direct all technology services, equipment, support and purchases.  

As the technology director, Jay Fernandez will be responsible for selecting, maintaining, 

supporting and researching technology. He is tasked with improve efficiency, directing 

technology improvements, and mitigating security risks, along with minimizing down time to 

city services as it pertains to technology.  

After the initial analysis and reorganizing of IT infrastructure, his next task will be to streamline 

technology and utilize advanced functionality to reduce paper, redundant work processes, and 

improve record management.  

The Technology Department researches and utilizes ROI (Return of Investment) analysis to 

determine feasibility and need for new technology acquisition, Our mission as a Department is 

to improve services, and reduce man hours in doing the work we need to do daily.  

 

IT message for this issue: 

Technology changes fast and communication is getting easier and easier on all types of devices. 

Parents should be involved in their children’s internet and communication activities. Talk with 

them about privacy being something to protect them from the outside world not from you. Get 

to know what they do and who they do it with especially when online. You want to be sure that 

your child’s first talk about internet usage and appropriateness is not from the police dept.  
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Library News – Mark Your Calendars                              

Thursday – October 15, 2015 6:00-8:00 PM in the Winter Garden 
Mr. Jim Rice, former history teacher and school superintendent, will present Why We Love the Packers. All 

attendees will receive a comprehensive timeline of Green Bay Packer history, a Hall of Fame handout and a 

reference list for the Best Packer books.  FREE, no registration required. 

 

Tuesday – November 10, 2015, 6:30-8:00 PM in the Winter Garden 
Jane Blodgett Murray, formally from Mayville. She became a model in New York, met John Kennedy, and has 

a pair of JFK’s blue jeans. Her book is called The River’s Bend and is a memoir of Mayville.  FREE, but 

registration is required. Interested parties should call the library at 769-2246 to register.  

 

Other Programs of Interest 

Friday – October 9, 2015 is I Love Yarn Day.  
Celebrate with fellow yarn-lovers at Cudahy Family Library. Spend the day doing whatever craft you like that 

involves yarn. Sit quietly by yourself and get lost in your craft. Mingle with others working on their crafts. 

Learn about craft groups in the area and what they do and how to join in. Visit demonstrators and learn great 

new things. Shop for yard and gifts! 

 

Cudahy Family Library and Civic Celebrations Committee’s 2015 Home Town Holiday 

Celebration. This year’s event will be held on Saturday, November 28
th

 at the Cudahy Family Library. Come 

and join your community for a magic show, visit from Santa, great music and the Holiday Tree Lighting. An 

entire afternoon of activities from 1PM until 4:30PM… Save the date! 

 

A HARVEST TASTING Library fundraising event! 
Friday, October 23, 2015 from 7PM to 10:30 PM 

Join us for a fun evening featuring distinguished wines, craft beers, and delectable food! 

Includes a silent auction, raffle drawing, and entertainment by The BriTins, Milwaukee’s 

premier Beatles tribute band. 

Tickets are $30 without the entertainment and $40.00 with entertainment. 

Inquire at the Circulation Desk. 

 

Please note that the library will close at 1:00 PM on October 23
rd

 to set up for this event. 

 

Friends of the Library Vendor Fair 
 

Saturday, November 7 from 10AM to 3PM and Sunday, November 8 from Noon to 3PM 

 

Support our local vendors at the library and get an early start on your holiday shopping! 
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CUDAHY FAMILY LIBRARY ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

RAFFLE 
 

SUPPORT THE LIBRARY 

CHANCE TO WIN A FABULOUS PRIZE 

TICKETS ARE JUST $2.00 EACH OR 3 FOR $5.00 
 

PRIZES 

 
2 Tickets to Green Bay Packers vs Detroit Lions 

Sunday, November 15 

(Donated by Patrick  Cudahy, LLC) 

 

HP Split Screen 2 in 1, 13.3” Touch Screen Laptop 

(Donated by Lakeside Centerless Grinding) 

 

$250.00 in Cash 

(Donated by Landmark Credit Union) 
 

 

 

 

Drawing will be held on Friday, October 23, 2015 at 10:15 PM at the Harvest Tasting 

Fundraiser 

 

Need not be present to win. 

 

Tickets available at the Library and Cudahy City Hall 
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Tips from the Wisconsin Humane Society courtesy of your Police 

Department… 
PREVENTING COYOTE CONFLICTS: 

How to Keep Coyotes Out of Your Yard and Keep Your Pets Safe 

Coyotes generally avoid humans, even when their home range encompasses largely urban or 

suburban habitat. However, the presence of a free buffet in the form of pet food, compost or 

trash can lure coyotes into yards and create the impression that these places are bountiful 

feeding areas. Without the lure of food or other attractants, their visits will be brief and rare. But 

a coyote who finds food in one yard may learn to search for food in others. 

 

What attracts coyotes to urban and residential areas?                                   
                                                                                                 

Food 
Deliberately feeding coyotes is a mistake. You may enjoy hand-feeding animals, but this is a surefire way to get 

them accustomed to people and will ultimately lead to their demise. Here are some other general rules to follow: 

 

 Avoid feeding pets outside. If you must, feed them only for a set time during the day (for no more than 
one hour) and remove the food bowl as soon as your pet has finished her meal. 

 In dry conditions, water can be as alluring as food, so remove water bowls set outside for pets and 
make watering cans unavailable. 

 If you compost, use enclosed bins and never compost meat or fish scraps. 

 Good housekeeping, such as regularly raking areas around bird feeders, can also help discourage 
coyote activity  near residences. 

 Remove fallen fruit from the ground. 

 Keep trash in high-quality containers with tight-fitting lids. Only place the cans curbside the morning of 
collection. If you leave them out overnight, they are more likely to be tipped and broken into. 
 

Shelter 
Coyotes are secretive animals, and studies have shown they can live for a long time in close proximity to 

dense human settlements without ever being noticed. Such coyotes are abiding by the rules we set for 

minimal conflicts, and should be left alone. 

 

In spring, when coyotes give birth and begin to raise litters, they concentrate their activities around dens or 
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burrows in which the young are sheltered. At these times, they may become highly defensive and territorial, and 

challenge any other coyote or dog that comes close to the pups. People walking their dogs in parks and wooded 

areas may run into these situations and even be challenged by parent coyotes to back off. Fights occur rarely 

and most often when dogs are off leash. It’s important to recognize such incidents for what they are: defense of 

space, not random attacks. If you encounter a coyote when walking your pet, do NOT run away; haze the coyote 

with techniques described in our Hazing Guidelines.  

 

Free-roaming pets 
Free-roaming pets, especially cats and sometimes small dogs, may attract coyotes into certain neighborhoods. 

Although coyotes are primarily nocturnal, the best way to minimize risk to pets is not to leave them out 

unattended at any time. Don’t allow your cat to roam freely. Ideally, cats should be kept indoors regardless of 

whether there is a coyote in the area or not-to keep cats safe and healthy as well as to keep them from killing 

birds and other wildlife. 

 

Feral cat colonies                           
People who feed feral cats are often concerned coyotes might prey on the cats. These concerns are well 

founded, as coyotes will be attracted to both the outdoor pet food and the cats themselves as prey. Here are 

some general suggestions for keeping such cats safer: 

 Feed cats only during the day and at a set time-and pick up any leftovers immediately. Provide escape routes for 

cats. In treeless or open areas, erect “cat posts” (see below). 

 Elevate feeding stations beyond coyotes’-but not the cats’-reach. The size of the stations can be customized to 

the size of the colony you feed and the amount of food should be adjusted for the number of cats you feed. 

Avoid leftovers that attract other animals. Elevated feeding stations mean safer cats, no more messy, turned 

over bowls and great savings in cat food bills? 

 In places where trees and other climbing opportunities are scares, some people have reported success 

protecting barn and feral cats from coyotes by giving the cats escape routes in the form of “cat posts”. These can 

be wooden posts (four inches by four inches or corner posts) that stand out of the ground at least ten to twelve 

feet and can be climbed by cats, but not by coyotes. 

 Discourage/harass coyotes seen on the property. Go after them aggressively, using the techniques described in 

our Hazing Guidelines. Make them feel uncomfortable will encourage them to stay out of the area. 
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Risk to dogs                 
Dogs (especially small dogs) are also vulnerable to coyote confrontations. These incidents generally involve 

coyotes who are either accustomed (habituated) to people (usually due to wildlife feeding), or coyotes who are 

protecting their territory and pups (usually during breeding season) 

 

Dogs (especially small dogs) should not be left outside unattended and should always be kept on a leash in 

public areas. It is important to never let your dog interact or play with a coyote. Pet food and water should be 

kept indoors to avoid attracting coyotes to your yard. 

 

Although “attacks” on larger dogs are rarer, coyotes will sometimes go after a large dog when they feel that 

their territory is threatened. This generally occurs during the coyote breeding season, which takes place from 

January through March. During this time, it is especially important not to leave dogs outside unattended and to 

keep them on leashes when in public areas. 

 

To further protect cats and dogs, fencing can be used to keep coyotes out of residential  yards. Fences must be at 

least 6 feet tall, extend underground at least 12 inches or include an L-shaped mesh apron extending outward at 

least 18 inches and secured with landscaping staples. Devices such as the “coyote roller” 

(www.coyoteroller.com) “roll off” coyotes that try to scramble over the fence and can enhance the effectiveness 

of a fence. Do-it-yourself options include adding PVC piping or chicken wire to the top of your fence to prevent 

coyotes from jumping over, and retrofitting a mesh apron to the bottom of the fence (extending 12+ inches out, 

secured with landscaping staples) to keep coyotes from digging under.  

 

For more information and tips, see the humane society website: www.humanesociety.org/animals/coyotes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.coyoteroller.com/
http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/coyotes


 

   25 

 

 

REMEMBER… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coyote Hazing GUIDELINES 

How to Haze for Effective Reshaping of Coyote Behavior 
 

 

 

Generally, coyotes are reclusive animals who avoid 

human contact. Coyotes who’ve adapted to urban and 

suburban environments, however, 

may realize there are few real threats and approach people 

or feel safe visiting yards even when people are present. 

These coyotes have become habituated (lost their fear of 

humans), likely due to the ready availability of food in 

our neighborhoods. Sometimes, this food is deliberately 

provided by people who like to watch wild animals or 

misguidedly feel they are helping them by offering food. 

These bold coyotes should not be tolerated or enticed, 

but given the message that they should not be so brazen. 

 

Hazing is a method that uses deterrents to move an 

animal out of an area or discourages an undesirable 

behavior or activity. Hazing can help maintain coyotes’ 

fear of humans and deter them from neighborhood 

spaces such as backyards and playgrounds. 
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HAZING METHODS 

Using a variety of different hazing tools is critical 

because coyotes can habituate to individual items, 

sounds, and actions. 

u  Yell and wave your arms while approaching the coyote. 

 

u  Use noisemakers (e.g. your voice, whistles, air horns, 

bells, soda cans filled with pennies or dead 

batteries, pots and pans banged together). 

u  Use projectiles (e.g. sticks, small rocks, cans, tennis balls, rubber balls). 

 

u  Try other repellents (e.g. hoses, water guns with vinegar 

water, spray bottles with vinegar water, pepper spray, 

bear repellant, or walking sticks). 

“GO AWAY COYOTE!” 

The simplest method of hazing a coyote involves being 

loud and large. Watch this fun video for a 

demonstration: bit.ly/19hkRB2 

If a coyote has not been hazed before, he might not 

immediately run away when you yell at him. If this 

happens, you might need to walk towards the coyote 

and increase the intensity of your hazing. If the coyote 

does run away, he might stop after a distance and look 

back at 

you. It’s important to continue to haze the coyote until 

he leaves the area completely. You might need to use 

multiple tactics, such as shaking noisemakers, 

stomping your feet, and spraying him with a hose to 

get him to leave. 

DOG-WALKING TOOLS 

There are several tools for repelling coyotes that you can 

carry with you while walking your dog. Of course, 

remember that you should always walk your dog on a 
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http://bit.ly/19hkRB2
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leash. If you see a coyote, either pick up your dog (if 

possible) or place him or her behind you before hazing 

the coyote. Then: 

u  Blow a whistle or air horn at the coyote. 

u  Squirt a squirt gun at the coyote. REMEMBER… 

u   Yell and wave your arms. 

u   Use a homemade noisemaker, such as 

pennies in a sippy cup or soda can (sealed 

with duct tape). 

u  Pick up sticks or rocks and throw them 

towards the coyote. 

IN YOUR YARD 

Keeping pets and pet food inside is the best way to keep 

coyotes out of your yard. If you do encounter coyotes, 

all of the above methods can be used in your yard. First, 

try the “Go Away Coyote!” method (yell and wave your 

arms as you approach the coyote). You can also squirt 

the coyote  with your garden hose or a squirt gun or 

bang pots and pans together. 

 

 

 

For more information and tips, visit our website at humanesociety.org/coyotes. 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

USE DIRECT NUMBER LISTED BELOW FOR INDIVIDUAL DEPARTMENT 

 

Clerk/Treasurer Office   769-2204 Health Department (WIC)       769-2229  

  

Assessor     769-2207 Inspection (building&plumbing)  769-2211 

 

City Attorney     769-2243 Inspection (electrical)   769-2209 

 

DEPT. OF PUBLIC WORKS(DPW) 769-2216        IT Department                                    882-2400 

 

Engineering     769-2212        Library                769-2244 

 

Economic Development Dir.            769-2215        Mayor’s Office    769-2222                                                                                   

 

Finance Director                                          769-2227        POLICE NON EMERG.        769-2260 

 

Fire/Police Department (emergency) 911                 OVERNIGHT PARKING        744-3444 

 

Fire Station (station #1)   769-2231       Water Utility (billing info)       769-2223 

  

 

Fire Department (station #2)  769-2233 Water Utility (purification plant 

        & after hours emergency)        769-2235 

 

Health Department (main line)  769-2239 Municipal Court     769-2218

 


